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Quick Setup and Highly Efficient Production of Small- and 
Mid-Sized Print Runs

MULLER MARTINI

Subtractus_00219CONFIDENTIAL



2

Presto II Saddle Stitcher 
Quick Setup, User-friendly, Powerful and Reliable

The Presto II saddle stitcher is a further development 
of the proven and successful entry-level saddle stitch-
ing line from Muller Martini. It can achieve extremely 
efficient and flexible runs at speeds of up to 9,000 
cycles per hour. Thanks to its space-saving design 
and high level of automation, it is the most econom-
ical and powerful saddle stitcher on the market for 
small- to mid-sized runs.  The robust and reliable 

Presto II features a state-of-the-art ergonomic de-
sign, making it extremely accessible and easy to 
use. The three-knife trimmer with an optimized cut-
ting sequence and reduced smallest size further 
increases flexibility. The Presto II makes products 
of the highest quality and provides print finishing 
companies with a cost-effective entry-level solution.

Competitive advantages of the Presto II saddle stitcher:
E  Easy-to-learn touchscreen operation with language-neu-

tral pictograms through to the setup wizard 
–  Automatic synchronization of gathering chain, 

feeder, stitching machine and three-knife trimmer
 –  Automatic synchronization of yoke timing
 –  Assisted setup of feeders through local control device
 – Storage and loading of jobs
E  Speeds up to 9,000 cycles/hour
E  Expandable by up to six twin feeders
E  Large size range
E  Small size of 93 x 60 mm possible in two-up production
E   JDF/JMF-compatible in accordance with the CIP4 standard
E  Robust design
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Simple operation using the 
setup wizard 
The Presto II has a very large 
and user-friendly touchscreen. 
During installation, the control 
automatically recognizes the 
configuration of the feeders. 
The Presto II provides remote 
control for start, jogging 
mode, production and stop. 
The setup wizard guides the 
operator step by step through 
the job setup. As a result, the 
saddle stitcher can be set up 
extremely quickly and simply. 
Job configurations can be 
stored and reloaded, which 
further reduces the setup 
time.

First-class quality 
The Presto II has two op-
tions for book thickness 
control. Semko lateral 
thickness measurement 
checks every copy based on 
a reference value. A second 
option is available called the 
ridge caliper.

The Presto II comes with 
long book and staple control 
as standard features. During 
the long book control, the 
exact position of each prod-
uct in relation to the gather-
ing chain is monitored by a 
photocell. If incorrectly jogged 
signatures are detected, the 
product is ejected without 
being stitched.

The staple control continu-
ally verifies the staple count 
on each product.

The Presto II also has elec-
tronic product tracking from 
the gathering chain to the 
trimmer, thereby increasing 
production reliability.

Blue  
navigation 
keys

Gray  
menu keys

White  
direct dial keys

Green  
start

Red  
stop

Black  
jogging mode

Ergonomic Operating Concept
Simple – Clear – Efficient

The operating concept of the Presto II was created in ac-
cordance with the latest ergonomic guidelines. The local 
operating units and the central touchscreen provide maxi-

mum convenience. Operation is very clearly and simply 
structured. That means the Presto II has quick changeovers 
and achieves high net performances within a short time.

Local control devices
Local control devices at the 
twin feeders ensure short 
operating paths. Important 
data for setup such as the 
position of the right pile 
guide, the signature stop or 
the sucker to be selected in 
the case of suction opening 
are displayed on the local 
control device. Thanks to 
the large display and trans-
parently arranged direct dial 
keys, they are simple to op-
erate. All important func-
tions such as the regulation 
of production speed or auto-
matic clock definition can 
be adjusted at each feeder.

Extremely user-friendly
E Ergonomic operation for 

fast and secure setup
E Local control devices
E Process monitoring
E Modem interface  

for remote maintenance

Subtractus_00221CONFIDENTIAL



4

1

3 4 52

Process integration thanks 
to digital workflow ac-
cording to the CIP4 pro-
duction standard
The Presto II saddle stitcher 
is JDF/JMF-compatible and 
can be integrated into the 
digital workflow using the 
Connex data and process 
management system from 
Muller Martini which 
ensures direct, two-way 
communication between the 
in-house management infor-
mation system (MIS) and 
the finishing system. Impor-
tant data such as job status, 
machine status, production 
speed and other current 
gross or net quantities are 
exchanged.

E  Manufacturer-indepen-
dent thanks to the open 
JDF/JMF standard

E  Data only need to be 
entered once, which 
reduces the error rate 
when making entries

E  Electronic job ticket 
contains all planning and 
production data

E  Simple production planning 
and project monitoring

E  Short setup times

Process analysis:
production data recording
Standard integrated pro-
duction data recording also 
offers options for analyzing 
the production results even 
without a connection to the 
digital workflow. Data can 
be simply extracted via a 
USB or Ethernet interface 
and analyzed individually at 
the workplace, for example 
using Microsoft Excel.

Process monitoring 
with optimizer: quick and 
long-term at the maximum 
net performance 
The clear display of the 
process controls helps the 
machine operator to quickly 
reach high net production 
speed. The operator can 
optimize production simply 
and in a targeted way, guar-
anteeing impeccable quality 
and high customer satisfac-
tion.

1 Internal company network
2 Prepress
3 Plate imaging
4 Printing press
5 Finishing

Sample graphic for analysis 

of operational data 

Production 
78%

Setup 
10%

Waiting time 
8%

Failures 
2%

Maintenance 
2%

Comprehensive Process Information
with the Presto II Saddle Stitcher
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Production 
78%

Presto II 
Flexible, Expandable, Compact and Cost-effective

Flexible and expandable 
The Presto II can be expand-
ed by adding up to six twin 
feeders or five twin feeders 
and a folder feeder. The twin 
feeders can be operated in 
1:1 or 1:2 mode. A manual 
feeding station with copy 
control in single or twin 
design is also available. The 
Presto II is low-maintenance. 
Regular lubrication can be 
simply performed by the 
operator.
The saddle stitcher allows 
easy access from all sides. 
Thanks to its ergonomic 
covers, it has very large 
viewing windows and pro-
vides easy access even dur-
ing production.

Compact twin feeder 
The twin feeder has large-
capacity flat pile hoppers for 
simple loading. Signature 
feeding occurs sequentially 
via electromagnetic valves. 
The feeding control checks 
whether a signature has 
been fed. Feeding to the 
downstream feeder is 
stopped in the case of a 
missing section through 
copy control. Signatures 
with high or low folio lap 
are opened gently using 
grippers.  Vacuum opening 
is provided for signatures 
with no lap. The suction air 
for opening sections can be 
individually adjusted at each 
feeder. A good view of the 

process and optimal acces-
sibility to the signature stop 
are guaranteed from the 
front. An adjustable air cur-
tain with air from the side 
feeds the signatures onto 
the gathering chain at high-
er speeds. All settings can 
be adjusted without tools.

Tilt-back feeder
The compact twin feeder 
is available in a tilt-back 
version. Gimmicks, mer-
chandise samples, CDs and 
signatures of special sizes 
can be placed directly on the 
chain. Since a manual feed-
ing station is no longer nec-
essary, place can be saved.
The tilt option enables the 
fine adjustment of the feed-
er angle, so that the feeding 
point of the signature can 
be placed before or behind 
the gathering chain, which 
allows for optimal signature 
feeding in the case of sig-
natures or covers of uneven 
weights.
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Folder feeder
The folder feeder scores 
positively or negatively 
and folds covers inline in 
one pass. All settings can 
be made externally during 
production. In addition, the 
double sheet control ensures 
impeccable product quality.

Asir 3 optical image and 
barcode recognition 
system
This system, which is fully 
integrated into the feeder 
and control, provides reliable 
control for fully and correctly 
assembled products. Incor-
rect signatures are ejected 
unstitched.

Top scoring quality with 
tWinScore 
The tWinScore scoring 
wheel in the cover folder 
feeder produces extraordi-
narily good scoring quality. 
Its design features a scoring 
wheel with a groove ma-
chine to form a W shape, 
so that covers receive two 
scores extremely close to 
each other. The big advan-
tage is the fact that the pa-
per fibers are not damaged.
Fiber breakage during fold-
ing is also prevented. 

A synchronized wheel en-
sures that the distance be-
tween the tWinScore wheel 
and the drum remains the 
same, thereby guaranteeing 
consistent scoring over the 
entire length of the cover.

The settings can be easily 
adjusted externally to suit all 
cover types. The tWinScore 
option can replace both posi-
tive and negative scoring, 
making changeovers a thing 
of the past. 

Asir (automatic signa-
ture image recognition)
Picture or Barcode Rec
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The Flexible Presto II Can Be Configured to Suit Your Needs

Presto II Digital: 
With
E unwind module
E Cross-cutter
E Plow folder
E Twin feeder
E Cover folder feeder
E Stitching machine
E Three-knife trimmer
E Belt delivery

Presto II: 
With
E Hand feeding station
E Two twin feeders
E Cover folder feeder
E Stitching machine
E Three-knife trimmer
E Belt delivery

Presto II: 
With
E Five twin feeders
E Cover folder feeder
E Stitching machine
E Three-knife trimmer
E Compensating stacker
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First-class Stitching

Reliable stitching unit 
The Presto II saddle stitcher 
uses servo drives enabling 
faster setup and more flex-
ibility. The stitcher is auto-
matically synchronized with 
the cutting machine via an 
electric shaft. The saddle 
stitcher and three-knife trim-
mer can be set up and main-
tained independently. The 
synchronization of the gath-
ering chain with the feeders 
is also automated. With up 
to six synchronized stitching 
heads from Muller Martini, 
the Presto II stitches the 
products gently and is the 
only saddle stitcher in this 
performance class to do so 
without stop-and-go motion. 
The stitching heads, which 
were developed for the 
high-performance segment, 
guarantee perfect stitching 
quality with minimal mainte-
nance and easy accessibility. 
The recently developed

Q stitching heads (quick 
setup) are changed over in no 
time at all and the stitching 
wire is also very quick to 
feed (changeover time cut 
by 50%). The clinchers are 
now made of ceramic and 
have a long service life.

Standard, eyelet and spe-
cial stitching methods
Muller Martini stitching heads 
are well known for precise 
stitching, even under the 
most strenuous conditions 
such as high-speed and multi-
shift operation.
There is a choice of stitching 
heads with variables such 
as different stitch types and 
staple lengths.

Lego stitching
This special stitching, which 
is mainly used in the produc-
tion of toy catalogs, was de-
veloped to protect children’s 
delicate hands.

CUT
nom
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Reliable and Precise Cutting with Delivery Options

Three-knife trimmer for a 
clean cut
The Presto II’s three-knife 
trimmer convinces with its 
tool-free setup thanks to   
its automated size-dependent 
timing, handwheels with digi-
tal displays and central book 
thickness control. Elements 
of the high-speed three-knife 
trimmer from Muller Martini 
were adopted in the construc-
tion, which also makes setup 
for two-up production very 
simple. Thanks to the ergo-
nomic design of the covers, 
the cutting machine and 
infeed can be easily viewed 
and are quickly accessible.
The timing of the yoke can 
be put forward or back by 
the operator during the 
production using the saddle 
stitcher touchscreen, and 
making the system even 
more efficient. 

A fourth and fifth knife at-
tachment for punch and split 
cut, as well as single or mul-
tiple hole punching accesso-
ries are available as options.

Belt delivery
The belt delivery of the 
Presto II separates the 
product batches laterally 
according to the number  
of copies specified.

Stacker
The stacker automates bun-
dle building and can be oper-
ated from a single point.

mi i
ii Mt

t

Fi

Subtractus_00227CONFIDENTIAL



Printed in Switzerland/Presto II/042012/B1/0069.4064.71

Müller Martini Marketing AG
Untere Brühlstrasse 13
CH-4800 Zofingen, Switzerland
Phone +41 (0)62 745 45 75
Fax +41 (0)62 751 55 50
info@mullermartini.com
www.mullermartini.com

Newspaper Mailroom Systems
Efficient and flexible mailroom systems 
transport and process newspapers 
straight off the press fully automatically, 
from the printing press via the insertion 
process and stacking to the loading 
dock.

Softcover Production
Perfect binding lines in all performance 
categories produce a wide range of 
spine-glued products, such as bro- 
chures, magazines, catalogs and 
 paperbacks in perfect quality and at 
the highest speeds.

Digital Solutions
The more efficient digital printing sys- 
tems become, the more challenging the 
finishing process will be. Muller Martini 
develops innovative digital printing solu- 
tions that yield new growth opportun- 
ities for the graphic design industry – 
for stitching as well as softcover and 
hardcover production.

Saddle Stitching Systems
A full range of stitchers, inserting, film 
wrapping and packing systems in a 
range of performance categories auto- 
mates the print finishing process. 
Modern systems produce products of 
top-class quality and with high added 
value.

This leaflet may include components that are 
not part of the standard equipment and 
are available as options only. In some cases, 
protective covers have been removed in photo- 
graphs, in order to provide a more detailed view 
of the equipment. Subject to design and equip- 
ment changes.

Hardcover Production 
Whether connected inline to produc- 
tion systems or operating as stand- 
alone systems, the hardcover systems 
complete all the processing steps to 
create books from folded signatures 
with hard covers and protective jackets.

MMServices
Muller Martini’s global service portfolio 
ensures productivity, quality and added 
value and offers reliable investment 
protection for production systems. 
With MMServices operating costs and 
 investment costs are optimized.

Variable Size Web Offset Printing 
Presses
with in-line finishing ensure top-quality 
advertising, commercial and security 
printing. These infinitely variable web 
presses are used for label and package 
printing, and combine offset printing 
with flexo and rotogravure printing 
methods.

Press Delivery Systems
Efficient and reliable solutions are 
 required for press delivery systems 
to convey and cut signatures, form and 
palletize bundles or stacks and create 
rolls. This is the ideal connection 
 between press and print finishing.

MULLER MARTINI
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